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expected would be the consequence of this visit, he was farther
than ever from obtaining. The extravagant joy with which
Lady Delacour received him, and an indescribable something
in her manner when she looked from him to Belinda, and from
Belinda to Mr. Vincent, persuaded him her ladyship wished
that he were in Mr. Vincent's place. The idea was so de-
lightful, that his soul was entranced, and for a few minutes
Virginia, and everything that related to her, vanished from his
remembrance. It was whilst he was in this state that Lady
Delacour (as the reader may recollect) invited him into her
lord's dressing-room, to tell her the contents of the packet,
which had not then reached her hands. The request suddenly
recalled him to his senses, but he felt that he was not at this
moment able to trust himself to her ladyship's penetration ; he
therefore referred her to his letter for that explanation which
he dreaded to make in person, and he escaped from Belinda's
presence, resolving never more to expose, himself to such
danger.

What effect his packet produced on Lady Delacour's mind
and on Belinda's, we shall not at present stop to inquire ; but
having brought up Clarence Hervey's affairs to the present
day, we shall continue his history.

CHAPTER  XXVIII
E O
THOUGH Clarence Hervey was not much disposed to see either
Virginia or her father whilst he was in the state of perturbation
into which he had been thrown by his interview with Belinda,
yet he did not delay to send his servant home with a note to
Mrs. Ormond, to say that he would meet Mr. Hartley, when-
ever he pleased, at his lawyer's, to make whatever arrangements
might be necessary for proper settlements.
As he saw no possibility of receding with honour, he, with
becoming resolution, desired to urge things forward as fast as
possible, and to strengthen in his mind the sense of the
necessity of the sacrifice that he was bound to make. His
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